a # L ANRIFHUATH N I IR

ey Approved For Release 2000/05/1 - QAR 25X1A

.. INFORNMATHNGIVED
cOUNTRY  Middle Dast/USSR DATE DISTR™ . & 3%

i, Gresk Orthodox Delegates do the S00th
SUBJECT  Anniversary Gelebrotion of the Russian NO. OF PAGES 2
Ckurch in lioscow
2. Report on Orthodox Commmuoity Requested by
CLACE Liosecow Patrdisrch .
ACQUIRED

NO. OF ENCLS.
(LISTED BELOW)

25X1C SUPPLEMENT T,

DATE 33
- REPORT NO.

25X1X

i. Lbxinos, Eounenical Pabriarch of the Thanar, was opposed to accepbing
the invitation of Alexel, Patrisrch of Moscow, Lo attend the 500th
5,{2.45)(1)(1(_ anndversary celebration of the Russian Church, %o be held in Hoscow
doring the first half of July. The Holy Synod of tha Phanar, however,
.1 a9 N overruled Heximos and decided to accept the lnvitation. To avoid the -
- complication of cotaining exit visas for prieste of Turkish nationality,
741 U 3t was decided to pominate three prelates who lived oubside of Turkey
as the delegation %o represent the Greek Orthodox Patriarchate of the
Phanar. Those chosen were the Mebropclitan Gemmanos, of London, representative
of ke Phanar for Ceibrel Europe; ths Votropoliten of Rhodes, Apostelos;
and en Arehimandrite {unidentifisd) who was living in Abthens. * 25X1A
Gomment o thils third representabive vas e
25X1X31sha of Uardiotidos (sic). Tho Bishop of Mariotidos is possibly the 25X1X
saue o5 a Bishop loratinos {(or loriatakis) who reportedly hssbeen expell )
25X1X fron mania recently for antimComrmnist activities and is now in Greeaeh 25X1X

2. The Holy Synod of the Phanar was %o instruct these delegates to sbstain from
attending any conferance pertaining 4o theological matbers or Lo matbers
relating to the relations between the variocus Orthcdox Churches. The
rgbson for these instructions was that ib was folb that Fabriarch Alaxei,
acting on the suggestion of Stefan, Exarch of Bulgaria, would atbenpt to
obbaln inforuation and inbelligence from the Phanar delegation with
regard o Huropean and Ifiddie Bazbtern covntries.

3. Chrisbopbomos, Patelerch of Alewendsin, wofnond 4o nond o d=legaiion to
Moscow. but had Abcstalos, Mstropalitan of Rhodes, reprosent: him. 25X1X
the Fivst Secretavy of the Soviel legation
in Cairo, Chvedow, offered Patriarch Christophoros, when the labier wes
in Caire zt the end of lay, a free trip to MNoscow by oir and 2 wonderful
reception in the USSR, plus a contribution of 10,000 pounds for the noor,?
if bavwould aceept, bub that the Patriarch rejected this affera- 25X1X

he Timotheos, Patriarch of Jerusalem as well as ietropolitar of Cyprus,
did not send any delegates to the Mcseow celebration.
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Alexandros Tahhan, Patriarch of Antioch, sent a delegetbion of three

men to Moscow, as follows: Ilyas Kavam; Bishop of M. Lebanon;
Alexandros Jebha, Bishop of Homs, Syria; and the Archimandribe iiincon
Nikitin, representetive of the Pabriarchate of Moscow to the ‘
Patriarchate of Antioch. Commenb, Bishon Tlw:s Karam 25X1A
hos been veported many bHimes as a pro-Soviet who actively opreads
pro-Soviet propaganda and ailds Archimandrite Samaha in distribubing
Commniat Party funds %o Greek Orthodox priests in Lebanone

Bishon Jahha iz also & proeSoviet propagandist. Archimsndrite

Simeon Nildltin is a propagandist and has also been reporied several

bires in connection with 8oviet espionapge ac‘civi:hies@p- 25X1X

Several months ago Patriarch Tahhan of Antioch received a leiler

from Pabriarch Alexei asking him for a report on the condition of the
Orthodox Commnity in the Bast; on the nurber of poor persons

and orphans, expenditures of the wonasteries and schools of the
Orthodox Commmnity, funds required for building repairs, and the
conditions of the elamentary and secondary schools. The purpose

of the report was o ascertain the steps that should be taken o

remove bhe causes of poverty and to raise the morale of the clergye
Patrierch Alexel wrote thalb the report should be brought to loscow

by an archbishop who might enter into nepotiations and study metheds

of uging the aid which would be furnished. ILater Soviel Hinister Solod
received 2 similar note, and since that bime Bolad snd Patiiarch Tehhan
have been in continual conferences with ail the priests of the commmnity
and with members of some of the socistles, in ovder to determine the
conditicn of the Orthodox Comminity. The report, vhich was then

drzyvm up by Patriarch Tabhan, was btaken o Moscow by the Anbioch delegabes.

L2

the Greck Orthodex Communiby Couneil in
Moscow had requesthed such a report from Patriarch Tahhan in order 4o
engble the Community Council to help members of the Syrian and
Iebanese Orzek Ovthodox Churches.
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